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MEMORANDUM

FOR :  RDs, PROs 1-13, PRO 18, ARMM, COR, NCRPO and NOSUs
(Attn: Regional Police Human Rights Officers)

FROM : C,HRAO

SUBJECT : Human Rights GuidelineslAdvisory on Armed Encounters
and Coordination with Territorial Forces/Other Government
Agencies

DATE . May 22, 2017

1. References:
a. Revised Philippine National Police Operational Procedures 2013 Edition;
b. PNP Guidebook on Human Rights-Based Policing 2013 Edition: and
c. Legal opinion and comments from concerned PNP Units/Offices (Tab
“A”).

2. This advisory is being issued to reiterate the importance of complying with
Standard Police Operational Procedures and existing policies in relation to armed
encounters between criminal elements and government forces. It is understood that
the threat to the life of a law enforcement officer is a threat to the safety of society as
a whole. This advisory also reiterates the need for coordination and cooperation
among all government forces to avoid misencounters and to ensure successful
Operations against criminal elements with due observance of human rights
guidelines.

3. The following human rights guidelines are hereby stressed in relation to
armed encounters between criminal elements and government forces:

a. Only use force that is lawful, necessary, and commensurate to the
threat;

b. Adhere to established PNP Police Operational Procedure;

C. Immediately administer first aid and/or bring the wounded to the
nearest hospital or medical facility after all possible assessments had
been made to determine the safety of physically moving the wounded
person;

d. All PNP operating units must coordinate with local police elements,
territorial forces, and other concerned government agencies without
compromising operational security (OPSEC);



